
A Rainbow Thread





A 
Rainbow 
Thread

An Anthology of 
Queer Jewish Texts 

from the First Century 
to 1969

Edited by 
Noam Sienna

Print-O-Craft 
Philadelphia

2019



A Rainbow Thread: 
An Anthology of Queer Jewish Literature 

from the First Century to 1969

© 2019 Noam Sienna. All rights reserved.

This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced 
or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written 

 permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

All texts within this work are copyright of their respective creators or Print-O-Craft 
Press as indicated herein. For additional copyright information see Permissions 
on page 413, which should be considered an extension of the copyright page.

Cover Illustration: adapted from Shir ha-shirim [Brest, Belarus?], 1794, 
by the scribe Baruch ben Shemaryah. General Collection, Beinecke 

Rare Book Room and Manuscript Library, Yale University.

Book and cover design by David Zvi Kalman.

First edition February 2019

Print-O-Craft Press 
P.O. Box 18963 

Philadelphia PA 19119

Find us online at www.printocraftpress.com

For bulk order requests or press inquiries, please email gut@shabb.es

Printed in the United States of America

ISBN 978-0-9905155-6-2

Library of Congress Control Number 2018949219

א ג ה ז ט י ח ו ד ב  ט יא יג טו יז יח טז יד יב י



Contents
Foreword xv

Acknowledgments xxi

Introduction 3

Premodern Voices (First Century–1500 CE)

1 Sappho and the Torah, Compared by a Hellenistic 
Philosopher (Alexandria, First Century CE)

22

2 Philo Condemns “Unnatural Pleasures” 
(Alexandria, First Century CE)

24

3 A Hellenistic Jewish Poet Describes the Sexual 
Prohibitions of Leviticus (Alexandria, First Century CE)

27

4 A Roman Poet Condemns a Jew for Stealing his Lover 
(Rome, First Century CE)

28

5 The Androginos: A Rabbinic Discussion of Gender 
Boundaries (Land of Israel, Third Century CE)

29

6 What Was Adam’s Sex? A Midrash 
(Land of Israel, Fifth Century CE)

32

7 Mordekhai Nursed Esther Himself: A Midrash 
(Land of Israel, Fifth Century CE)

34

8 Pharaoh Desired to Violate Their Men: A Midrash 
(Land of Israel, Fifth Century CE)

35

9 The Nations Would Marry A Man to A Man and A Woman 
to A Woman: A Midrash (Land of Israel, Fifth Century CE)

36



vi | A Rainbow Thread

10 A Talmudic Rabbi Encounters Two Students Engaged in 
Intercourse (Land of Israel, Fifth Century CE)

38

11 The Rabbis of the Talmud Discuss Sexual Contact Between 
Women (Babylonia, Sixth to Eighth Centuries CE)

39

12 Avraham and Sara were Tumtumim: A Midrash 
(Babylonia, Sixth to Eighth Centuries CE)

40

13 The Robber and the Rabbi: Rabbi Yoḥanan and Resh Laqish 
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Activity (Tsfat, Mid-Sixteenth Century)

101

42 The Inquisition Arrests a “New Christian” For Sodomy and 
Judaizing (Brazil, 1593)

103

43 A Converso Doctor Describes the Origin of Lesbianism 
(Hamburg, 1603)

106

44 A Spirit Reveals the Prevalence of Homosexual Activity to 
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